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(e)   The hidden motives behind   human actions do not
permit of our defining the causes governing the trend
of individual actions, national sentiments or national
enterprises.    Hence, any generalizations, howsoever
interesting and valuable, must be kept distinct as
speculations.   They should on no account be counted
upon as certainties in view of the endless complexi-
ties of human -nature governing such actions.
The general principle should, therefore, be to admit any evi-
dence that may be presented or discovered for study.    What-
ever conclusion we draw should have scientific clarity, but it is
not necessarily an irrevocable truth.   The principles of human
psychology as evolved from the experiences of the past should
support the discretion we exercise in sifting of evidence.   The
relations of both actions and results determined in point of
space and time should be our main criterion in scrutinizing
the evidence.   It is also necessary to avoid such defects as
duplication, inconsistency and impossibility in the formulation
of historical evidence.    The influences or motives leading to
mutilations or deliberate fabrications, prejudices true or false,
passions of love, revenge, and the like, should be guarded
against while using any piece of historical evidence. All possi*
ble care should, therefore, be exercised in finding out the relia-
bility of the informant, in detecting his motives and in ascer-
taining the manner and means used by him in the presen-
tation of his evidence.   In fact, no historical evidence is either
truth or falsity; it is merely a report gathered, correctly or
loosely, by an observer, not necessarily a critic.    Generaliza-
tions are not probabilities but inferences, or rather individual
tendencies.    These generalizations especially when they bear
on the political and social sides of human life possess, no doubt,
the quality and power to guide the succeeding generations whose
conduct and actions are often moulded by the experiences and
experiments of the historic past.

The application of evidence from historical sources to the
composition of historical narratives has assumed a notorious
significance in India The history of warring groups of dis-